
Linguistics 611    Spring 2009

Review Paper assignment
  Due Tuesday, April 7

In no more than 10 double-spaced pages, review an article in minimalist syntactic theory. 
Summarize the major arguments and show precisely what the author was trying to account for
and how the account was intended to work.  Do not simply repeat what the author said.  Instead,
try to digest it and restate it in your own terms.  Also, do not feel you have to cover everything in
the article. Decide what seems most significant and discuss that. Make sure to relate some of your
discussion to the concepts, theories, and analyses we have examined in class.  If possible, also
present some additional data that could be handled by the proposals in the article.  Or briefly
discuss some phenomenon that seems to contradict the proposal of the article.  Here are some
articles that are closely related to things we have been or will be discussing in class:

Bobaljik, Jonathan, and Dianne Jonas. 1996. Subject positions and the roles of TP. Linguistic
Inquiry 27: 195-236. 

Boskovic, Zeljko. 2002. On multiple Wh-Fronting. Linguistic Inquiry 33: 351-383.
Hornstein, Norbert. 1994. An argument for minimalism. Linguistic Inquiry: 455-480. 
Lasnik, Howard. 1999. On feature strength: Three minimalist approaches to overt movement.

Linguistic Inquiry 30: 197-217. 
Richards, Norvin. 1999. Featural cyclicity and the ordering of multiple specifiers. In Working

Minimalism, ed. Samuel David Epstein and Norbert Hornstein, 127-158. Cambridge,
Mass.: MIT Press. 


