
1. Surviving the 1st year and finding an advisor (or better even, a mentor) 

Information and advice for graduate students on   

• UMD Economics Dept. information for graduate students 
• “How to survive your first year of graduate school in economics”, by Matthew 

Pearson 
• Why you need a good advisor: “Dissertation advisors and initial job placements 

for economics PhD recipients”, by Hilmer and Hilmer 
• What to expect from your graduate mentor(s) and you 
• A 6-step “program” to writing a dissertation! , by Nuno Limão 

 

2. Getting started on research 
• “Ph.D. Thesis Research: Where do I Start?”, by Don Davis 
• “How to get started on research in economics?”  by Steve Pischke 
• “An unofficial guide to trying to do empirical work” by Amy Finkelstein 

3. Developing a topic and writing 
• “How to Build an Economic Model in Your Spare Time”, by Hal Varian 
• “The Young Person's Guide to Writing Economic Theory”, by William Thompson 
• “Replication in Economics” by Dan Hamermesh.  
• “Writing Tips for Ph. D. Students”, by John H. Cochrane 

4. Presenting 
• “Giving an Academic Talk”, by Jonathan Shewchuk  
• “The “Big 5” and Other Ideas*. For Presentations”, by Don Cox 

5. Publishing 
• “How to publish in top journals,” by Kwan Choi  
• “How to be a good referee,” by Kwan Choi   

6. Getting an academic job 
• “A Guide and advice for Economists on the US Junior Academic Job Market”, by  

John Cawley  

7. Achieving and handling fame! 
• How to win a Nobel Prize, by Assar Lindbeck  
• A Media Guide for Economists, by Dan Hamermesh  

 

8. Funding 
• Community of Science (COS)  
• NSF dissertation improvement grants  
• UMD Graduate Awards and Fellowships  
• Roger and Alicia Betancourt Fellowship 
• Economic Club of Washington Fellowship 

http://www.econ.umd.edu/graduate/information�
http://law.vanderbilt.edu/academics/academic-programs/phd-program-in-law--economics/student-resources/download.aspx?id=3285�
http://www.aeaweb.org/committees/cswep/papers/HilmerHilmer2007b.pdf�
http://www.aeaweb.org/committees/cswep/papers/HilmerHilmer2007b.pdf�
http://www.rackham.umich.edu/downloads/publications/Fmentoring.pdf�
http://terpconnect.umd.edu/~limao/6-step.pdf�
http://www.columbia.edu/~drd28/Thesis%20Research.pdf�
http://econ.lse.ac.uk/staff/spischke/phds/get_started.pdf�
http://econ.lse.ac.uk/staff/spischke/phds/Amy%20Finkelstein%20IAP%20talk%2007.ppt�
http://people.ischool.berkeley.edu/~hal/Papers/how.pdf�
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2564728�
https://webspace.utexas.edu/hamermes/www/CJE82007.pdf�
http://faculty.chicagobooth.edu/john.cochrane/research/papers/phd_paper_writing.pdf�
http://www.cs.berkeley.edu/~jrs/speaking.html�
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CDEQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffaculty.haas.berkeley.edu%2Flettau%2Fstudent_tips%2FCox_PresentationHelp.pdf&ei=z696Ub2dLqfs0gGKsIDwBg&usg=AFQjCNGXO1ug-HgxHzJ7xjKP3r1EzFCs6Q&bvm=bv.45645796,d.dm�
http://www.roie.org/how.htm�
http://www.roie.org/howr.pdf�
http://www.aeaweb.org/joe/articles/2011/job_market_guide.pdf�
http://nobelprize.org/economics/articles/lindbeck/index.html�
https://webspace.utexas.edu/hamermes/www/Soundbite.pdf�
http://www.umresearch.umd.edu/ORAA/proposal/COS_Tips.pdf�
http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=13453�
http://www.gradschool.umd.edu/prospective_students/gs_fellowships.html�
http://advancement.umd.edu/celebration/showScholarship.php?main_id=346�
http://www.economicclub.org/page.cfm/go/scholarship-program�


9. Conferences 
• American Economic Association Meetings (AEA) 
• Econometric Society Summer meeting (ES) 
• NBER Summer Institute (SI) 
• Stanford Institute for Theoretical Economics (SITE) 
• Washington Area International Trade Symposium (WAITS) 
• Washington Area Development Economics Symposium (WADES) 
• Empirical Investigations in International Trade (EIIT) 
• Midwest International Economics 
• Inomics list  

 
 
 
  

http://www.aeaweb.org/Annual_Meeting/�
http://www.econometricsociety.org/meeting.asp?ref=122�
http://www.nber.org/summer-institute/�
http://www.stanford.edu/group/SITE/�
http://www.gwu.edu/~iiep/waits/�
http://www.gwu.edu/~iiep/wades/�
http://www.eiit.org/�
http://myweb.uiowa.edu/rriezman/�
http://www.inomics.com/economics/conferences�

	“What is now proved was once only imagined.”  —William Blake
	“He who loves practice without theory is like the sailor who boards a ship without a rudder and compass and never knows where he may cast.”  But recall that “La semplicità è la sofisticazione finale.”   —Leonardo da Vinci
	If you want to be part of the family tree of trade economists send your information to Alan Deardorff Ualandear@umich.eduU
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